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A watershed in 81’1(

The Loxahatchee River wal is umique in South Flonda for the
amount of natural areas that siill remain intact, The Northwest Fork of
the river is Florida's only federally designated “Wild and Scenic”
river. Habitat types found within the watershed include pinelands, sand
pine scrub, xeric oak scrub, hardwood hammock, freshwater marsh,
wel praine, cypress swamp, ponds, sloughs, streams, mangrove
swamps, scagrass beds, tidal flats, oyster beds, and coastal dunes.
These arcas support diverse biological communities, including many
endangered and potentially endangered species such as the manales
and the four-petal pawpaw, which is found only in Martin and Palm
Beach counties.

Unfortunately, urban development is threatening these diverse habitats,
Over the last 50 years, flood control, major road construction and
dredging have taken their toll on the Loxahatchee River Watershed.
We are at a crossroads; if we don't make changes now, we may lose
the precious resources we value, Some of the negative effects of this
development include:

= Severed greenway connections, habitat loss and
displaced wildlife
broken linkages among forests, parks, cultural and historical
sites, resulting fn insufficient land to provide hydrologic
camnections and sustain wildlife

» Altered hydroperiod
drainage canals and barriers in developed arcas reduce
water storage in some natural areas, couse flooding in others
and degrade water guality in lakes and streams

+ Contamination of groundwater

all of the drinking warer in the watershed comes from
groundwater — overpimping causes salbwater intrision, and
leaking fuel storage tanks can pose a potential confamination
threat

» Stormwater runofl

rainwater carries contaminants from developed areas
inter water bodies degrading water guality

» Spreading of invasive exotic plants
native species that provide habitar, shelter and food for native
wildlife are being crowded out by invasive exofic planis
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The Loxahatchee River*@tleﬁ:hfed_ ‘
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Population

1.000

90,000

Economic base

agriculoure
timber
commercial fishing

tourism
boating
service industry

Developed land

| & square miles

23 square miles

Wetlands

98 square miles
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Old World
climbing fern

the most invasive
pest plant in

the watershed

Drinking water
demand

15,210,000
gallons per day

River miles of
CYpress swamp




